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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER REACTS TO "RUMORMONGERING" 

1 . IN STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 15, 

PRIME MINISTER MANLEY CONDEMNED RECENT RUMORMONGERING WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS RANGING "FROM THE AMUSING TO THE ABSURD". HE NOTED 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN MANY RECENT RUMORS SURROUNDING HIS HEALTH AND 
HE COMPARED THESE TO THE OFT-HEARD ALLEGATIONS THAT FIDEL CASTRO 
IS VISITING JAMAICA SECRETLY AND THAT JAMAICA IS "GOING COMMUNIST 
IN MORE SOMBER TONES MANLEY SAID THAT THE CURRENT STATE OF RUMOR- 
MONGERING IS DIVISIVE AND IS CONTRIBUTING TO A STATE OF ANXIETY. 

HE SAID THE RUMORS WERE INDUCING "A STATE OF NEAR PANIC IN 
CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE SOCIETY '. 

2. MANLEY ADDRESSED HIMSELF SPECIFICALLY TO THE FOLLOWING 
"MOST SCURRILOUS AMONG THIS PACK OF LIES": 

A. THE RUMOR THAT THE GOJ WILL SOON WITHDRAW PASSPORTS FOR 
THOSE BETWEEN THE AGE OF 15 AND 50 - OR BAN OVERSEAS TRAVEL 
ALTOGETHER. MANLEY SAID THE GOJ HAS NO INTENTION OF INSTITUTING 
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LEGAL MEASURES TO PROHIBIT TRAVEL AS LONG AS THE LEGAL LIMITS 
ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONVERSIONS ARE RESPECTED. 

B. THE RUMOR THAT THE GOJ WILL IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON THE 
ABILITY OF PROFESSIONAL PERSONS TO TRAVEL OR EMIGRATE - MANLEY 
SAID THAT HE HOPED FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL ELEMENTS OF THE 
JAMAICAN SOCIETY IN ADDRESSING THE NATION'S PROBLEMS BUT THAT 
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THIS WOULD NOT BE DONE BY COMPULSION. 

C. THE RUMOR THAT THE GOJ WILL IMPOSE A TAX ON SAVINGS ACCOUNTS. 
MANLEY DENIED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD EVER UNDERTAKE SUCH A 
MEASURE. 

3. MANLEY WARNED OF THE SPIN-OFF EFFECTS ON TOURISM OF SUCH RUMORS 
HE RESTATED THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO THE TOURIST INDUSTRY 
AND CALLED ON ALL PATRIOTIC JAMAICANS TO PRESENT A POSITIVE IMAGE. 
HE ENDED WITH A CALL FOR "FOOD RATHER THAN RUMOR" AND "GOODS 
RATHER THAN LIES". 

4. COMMENT: THAT THE STATEMENT HAD TO BE MADE IS PROBABLY MORE 
NOTEWORTHY THAN WHAT WAS SAID. WE WOULD AGREE WITH MANLEY'S 
STATEMENT THAT THE SITUATION HERE IN RECENT DAYS HAS BEEN BORDER- 
ING ON PANIC. THE FACT THAT MANLEY HAD TO MAKE OFFICIAL 
REASSURANCES IS A MEASURE OF THE GRAVITY OF THE PROBLEMS. HIS 
SPEECH TODAY WILL PROBABLY BE HELPFUL IN CALMING THE ATMOS- 
PHERE SOMEWHAT, AND, AT A MINIMUM, SHOULD PUT TO REST THE ROUND 
OF RUMORS SURROUNDING HIS PERSONAL HEALTH. 

GERARD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 

Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LEGISLATIVE TESTIMONY, LOWER HOUSE, ALLEGATIONS, TRAVEL CONTROLS, PASSPORT RESTRICTIONS, PUBLIC 
ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KINGST00756 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770055-1148 
Format: TEL 
From: KINGSTON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770237/aaaabggy.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fbf2a1 c5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3308773 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRIME MINISTER REACTS TO V'RUMORMONGERINGV 
TAGS: PINT, JM, (MANLEY, MICHAEL N) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fbf2a1 c5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



